





CLAIM OF THE PETITIONER
Overview

1. Since Confederation in 1867, the vast majority of federal and provincial elections in
Canada have been conducted on the basis of simple democratic method: the electors in
each riding choose who will represent them in the legislature by a simple plurality vote.

2. Under this electoral model, local candidates who get the most votes in their riding are
elected to represent their constituents in legislatures.

3. Following the last provincial election, the second place New Democratic Party (“NDP”)
and the third place Green Party entered into a legislative coalition. The support of the Green
Party was necessary for the NDP to form a government instead of the Liberal Party, who
won the popular vote and the largest number of seats.

4. As a condition for the Green Party’s support, the NDP and Green parties entered into a
confidence and supply agreement.

5. The agreement included commitments to hold a referendum on proportional representation,
that both parties would “campaign actively in support of the agreed-upon form of
proportional representation”, and that the “form of proportional representation approved in
the referendum will be enacted for the next provincial election”.

6. Based on the support of the Green Party, which will be the primary beneficiary of a
proportional representation electoral model, the NDP was asked to form a government.

7. On November 30, 2017, the Electoral Reform Referendum 2018 Act (the “Referendum
Act’) was passed to provide for a binding referendum on a system of proportional
representation.

8.  The design of the referendum and the questions it will ask were delegated under the
Referendum Act to Cabinet, which passed Order-in-Council 313, the Electoral Reform
Referendum 2018 Regulation (the “Regulation”) on June 22, 2018.

9.  The power delegated to Cabinet to pass regulations must be exercised in accordance with
the purpose and object of the Referendum Act, and in a manner consistent with foundational
constitutional principles and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

10. In particular, in order to be legally valid, the regulations passed under the Referendum Act
must be consistent with:

a. The purpose and object of the Referendum Act, which is to obtain a clear statement
of the majority of voters on whether to implement a well-defined and
comprehensible new voting system, or to keep the existing electoral system;
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